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Three funerals and a court case 
 
It’s been a hard winter. We have said a final farewell to three fine campaigners: 
Albert Mitchell who was active against the Bedroom Tax as well as outside the 
buroo and whose coffin was draped in the Stobbie4AYE flag that had become 
almost a part of him; Jen Spark who founded Perth Against Welfare Sanctions 
and was another anti Bedroom Tax campaigner, and June Paterson who was 
central to Bin the Bedroom Tax in Dundee. The angels will be getting organised.  
 
We have become experts on funerals, and now we have to mug up on legal 
procedure. Jobcentres tend to react badly when being told that they should 
keep to the rules. When SUWN activist, Tony Cox, told Arbroath Jobcentre that 
it was not reasonable to force a dyslexic and vulnerable claimant to use the 
computer-based Universal Jobmatch or to apply for five jobs a day, they told 
him to leave or they would call the police. By the time the police came, Tony 
was already outside the building, having secured a promise of a further 
meeting, but he was arrested anyway. He is charged with ‘threatening 
behaviour’, ‘not giving his name to the police’ and ‘resisting arrest’. This has 
serious implications for him, and is also an attack on the fundamental and legal 
right of claimants to have an advocate with them at these crucial and often 
hostile meetings. 

Continued on back page 

Please find us on 

www.scottishunemployedworkers.net 
www.facebook.com/scottishunemployedworkersnetwork 

www.facebook.com/groups/scottishunemployedworkersnetwork 
 
and contact us on  07803 052239 or at 
 

admin@scottishunemployedworkers.net 

Never dispute with Jobcentreplus 
Whatever we say, you do! 
We’ll call the police if you make a fuss, 
What we tell you three times is true. 
 
We’ve set you a task that you’re  

bound to fail:  
A hoop that you can’t jump through. 
We’ll chuck you out if you rant and rail, 
What we tell you three times is true. 
 
You thought you’d get help and bring  

a friend? 
What an arrogant thing to do! 
Wherever might such thinking end? 
What WE tell you three times is true 
 
If you want to have rights then you  

shouldn’t be poor 
They don’t apply to you. 
And if you complain, we’ll change the law 
And throw in a sanction or two! 
                                                       SRG 
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continued from page 1 
The SUWN stands firmly behind Tony and we 
are receiving messages of support from as 
far as Australia. On the day of his 
appearance at Forfar Sheriff Court there will 
be SUWN protestors outside, and there will 
be other protests outside jobcentres across 
the UK, including Edinburgh, London, Cardiff, 
Liverpool and Dorset. Thank you to our good 
friends in Edinburgh Coalition Against Poverty 
(ECAP) and Boycott Workfare for spreading 
the word. Our petition, 
https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/advo
cacy-is-not-a-crime-1, has over a thousand 
signatures (please add yours if you’ve not yet 
done so). With every day bringing more 
accounts of destitution and persecution at 
the hands of the DWP, and announcements 
of further screw-tightening by the UK 
Government, concerted UK-wide action is a 
priority. We are resolved to strengthen the 
links that have been made. 
 

 
 

Protesting outside Arbroath Jobcentre 
(pictures: Ailsa Weir) 
 
None of this has stopped us from continuing 
to expand on our campaigning and advocacy 
work outside the buroo. Thanks to Tony’s 
organising and to a growing team of 
volunteers - from self-taught advocates to 
film makers and our own soup dragon – we 
have been holding regular stalls outside the 
buroo in Dundee and have now begun to 
have a regular presence in Arboath. We are 
developing an effective combination of 
campaigning and welfare work and hope to 
be able to work with other groups who want 
to get similar activities going in their area. 
There are a great many people who need 
welfare rights advice who aren’t searching 

out office-based advisors. There are also 
many people who don’t know about – or 
don’t want to believe - what the UK 
Government is doing to the Welfare State 
and to that section of its citizens who have 
the misfortune to be poor. Before Christmas 
we put out a report on the impact of Benefit 
Sanctions in Dundee 
(http://scottishunemployedworkers.net/medi
a/Sanctioned_Voices_-_final_version.pdf), 
which demonstrated - among many other 
worrying things - how many people have 
been deprived of all support for failing to turn 
up to a meeting they had never been told 
about; and we plan further research and 
reports.  
 

Picketing the Sally Army, Broughty Ferry 
(picture: Karen Brownlee) 
 
We’ve also co-ordinated with ECAP to protest 
against the Salvation Army’s use of forced 
unpaid labour by benefit claimants, and 
Saturday shoppers in genteel Broughty Ferry 
were surprised by an impromptu march 
complete with placards bearing biblical texts 
such as ‘the labourer is worthy of his reward’ 
(1 Timothy 5:18). There are more protests in 
the pipeline. We are none of us experts, but 
we are developing new skills and knowledge 
all the time – and with them a new anger 
and determination. 
 

 

At the NO to 
Austerity 
demo 
organised by 
the SUWN, 
Dundee SNP 
and 
Stobbie4AYE 
to coincide 
with the 
Autumn 
Budget 
(picture: 
Grant 
Campbell) 
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